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Let's Think Together

Becoming More Human

For the past month, I have been immersed in the book of the Prophet Jeremiah, from the old testament.  It is a
difficult book to read, so I enlisted the help of writer and Pastor Eugene Peterson to help me understand it.
In his book, Run With Horses, Pastor Peterson writes, “One of the supreme tasks of a faith community is to
announce to us early and clearly the kind of life we can grow into, to help us set our sights on what it means to
be a complete human being.”  At the moment, none of us are really complete. We move towards becoming
more human, or less, depending on our interactions with others, and the world around us.

We are born as Children of God, and throughout our lives we grow into adults - sons and daughters - who
become more and  more like our Father God. Compassionate, caring, kind, sharing our love and things with
those who come our way. Or we do the opposite – even though we are born as Children of God, as we become
adults, we become less and less like God.

What is it that makes one person swing this way, and another, the opposite way? We know that children who are
shown love and kindness grow up to be adults who are more likely to show goodness and compassion to
others.  Whereas children from abusive, violent, cruel homes tend to be the same, with of course exceptions
from both sides.  But is it just this?  Don’t we as we grow up also make choices?  Every day, the choice is ours.
Do I stop to listen?  Can I lend a hand? Should I write out a cheque?  Should I visit? Every choice we make that
Jesus would have made shapes us into becoming more like Him. More and more a complete human.

I share  a story about my mother who when widowed in her seventies chose to build a home for abandoned
elderly people who slept on the pavement. We, her children were well settled, so she turned her life and finances
towards this little project. When my mother was in the presence of these 20 toothless, almost blind people, she
glowed like a warm lamp on a dark day. I like to think that at this point and as she became older, she was the
most complete person I have ever known. Every choice she made  over her eighty four years brought her to this
place where she drew all kinds of people to her like a magnet.

What does Pastor Peterson mean when he says that it is the task of a faith community to help us become more
like God?  We cannot become like God, all by ourselves We need people to help us do this.  Faith communities
{churches, Christian hospitals, families} play a powerful role in shaping attitudes, opinions and behaviors as
they define  and teach roles and interpretations and hold out examples through scripture. So our faith
communities can teach us to be loving and respectful to the stranger and outcast,  or to be  intolerant and push
them away.  They can teach us to be selfless or selfish.  ‘They’ in our faith communities are made up of people
so it  is through interpersonal  relationships and examples that we  learn and grow to be more human.  More like God.

Think about this!

Here at CMC, we are known world wide as a faith community – a community that  is the arms and heart of
Jesus himself.  Perhaps we can think of three ways in which we can help those who come to us or work with us
to become more completely human, by the things we do and say.
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